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TO  MARSHALL  P. HALL,   MAN CHESTER.

5th. mo., 11, 1881.

The lady of the poem " Among the Hills " was
purely imaginary. I was charmed with the scen-
ery in Tamworth and "West Ossipee, and tried to
call attention to it in a story. My old haunt there,
the Bearcamp House, is burned down, much to my
regret. ... I hope another house will be built on
its site. With the long range of the Sandwich
Mountains and Chocorua 011 one hand, and the
rugged masses of Ossipee on the other, it is really
one of the most picturesque situations in the State.
I think thy wife may well be proud of her native
hills.

In the summer of 1881, Mr, Whittier spent
several weeks with his cousins, Joseph and Ger-
trude W, Cartland, at Intervale, N. H., and con-
tinued to be their summer companion among the
hills during the remaining twelve years of his life.
In this charming spot he greatly enjoyed the utter
quiet of the long meadow levels and the moun-
tains beyond, watching the snow streaks on Mount
Washington, and wishing he could see it all cov-
ered as in winter. The pine woods, near the hotel,
more like the "forest primeval" than can often be
found in places so much frequented by summer
guests, were a favorite resort, where, with the
underbrush cleared away by his own hand, and
rustic seats prepared, he spent a part of nearly
every day, with a group of friends, in the uncon-
ventional social intercourse wMch he always so
highly prized.